
 
December 23, 2021 

 
It was a busy week in the District as we prepared for the winter break.  All students and 
staff have been asked to take their devices home with them and get used to the idea of 
transporting them back in forth in the coming months in preparedness mode as a new 
phase of the pandemic begins to sweep the nation. 
 
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREAT TAKES STEPS TOWARD GIVING 
 
In Third Grade Teacher Kelsey Jankowiak’s International Baccalaureate's (IB) Primary 
Years' Programme (PYP) World room at Stanley Makowski School #99, students took a 
huge “step towards action” for the wrap up of their unit, inspired by anchor text from 
"Boxes for Katje".  Students endeavor to give back to those in need by doing the 
following: 

• Collecting nonperishables for food donation. They decided they wanted 
donations to go to a homeless shelter. 

• Collecting gently used or new warm weather items also for homeless shelters 
(including blankets). They expressed concerns about seeing people outside with 
signs in the cold and wanting to help them out.  

• Making flower donations / cards for people in hospitals. They discussed the 
logistics of flowers and are accepting flower drawing and crafts as well!  

Collection boxes are up in Room 287 until January 7th.  Thank you for your giving spirit, 
IB scholars! 
 

 
 



   
 
SCHOOL GROUNDS HOLIDAY MUSIC 
 
A new holiday tradition was created at the Buffalo School of Culinary Art & Hospitality 
Management (BSCAH) on West Huron.  At the School Grounds Café, students of our 
Occupational Training Center (OTC), accompanied by Principal Tom Vitale on bass, and 
music teacher Nancy Zilker on guitar, serenaded our lunch patrons with renditions of 
classic Christmas carols. The students of BSCAH served an amazing meal and customers 
enjoyed this time of holiday cheer! 
 

 
 
MBK MY LADY & I HOLIDAY DANCE 
 
On 12/18/21, our My Brothers Keeper Male Academy held their 3rd annual “My Lady 
and I” holiday dance, at which scholars danced with their mothers and other significant 
women in their lives.  Parents also engaged in a collaborative conversation with 
Associate Superintendent Dr. Fatima Morrell related to our year-long programming and 
the importance of ensuring MBK scholars are fully vaccinated and focused on 
academics.  A great time was had by all at the dance and featured a festive luncheon!  
We are My Brothers Keeper! 



 
 

   
 

CELEBRITY VISIT TO OUR SCHOOLS 
 

Solange Piaget Knowles, an American singer, songwriter, performance artist, and 
actress, was in Buffalo, NY, on Monday, visiting several of our schools. This mega star 
visited the Buffalo Academy for Visual and Performing Arts and schools 48, 53, 59, 61, 
89, and 94 to designate a school as a laboratory site for her St. Heron Art Exhibit “Mass 
Matter”.  Ms. Knowles, sister of iconic musician Beyoncé Knowles, will return to Buffalo 
in the future to teach about her art project’s design and purpose for our earliest 
learners. Stay tuned! 
 

 



 
ENJOY YOUR WINTER BREAK 
 

 
              File photo 
Dear Buffalo Public Schools Staff, Families & Friends: 
 
As we enter this holiday season, the Buffalo Public Schools acknowledges the 
extraordinary service of our treasured front-line staff and of our parents, whose 
commitment and active participation ensures the successful operation of the District, 
year-in and year-out, and never more than the past few years.  As educators and 
parents, we give of ourselves graciously to our young people because the success of 
children is the highest reward.   
 
We are in the midst of a pernicious pandemic, the likes of which we have never seen, 
and we are grateful to you for doing what you do best: providing unequaled service to 
our students and families for the greater good of the BPS community.  It is with the 
utmost sincerity and respect that we say thank you for your daily sacrifices. 
 
Thank you to our Board of Education for your continued devotion to ensuring equity 
and safety for all our students. 
 
Please devote time to your loved ones and to self-care during the holiday season.  
Wishing everyone comfort, safety, wellness and good health. 
 
With much appreciation and gratitude, 

 
Dr. Kriner Cash  
Superintendent 
 


